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I

N SEPTEMBER 2020 I

drove to the Oklahoma State University (OSU)
Stillwater campus to see “The David Oberhelman J. R. R. Tolkien
Collection” exhibit, on display on the Edmon Low Library’s second
floor mezzanine in the Lisa and Mark Snell Gallery.

Photograph and Facebook post by William Davis
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Honoring the memory of David Oberhelman, my friend and
colleague in the Mythopoeic Society, this exhibit introduces the viewer
to the life and work of J. R. R. Tolkien and discusses the development
of The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. It concludes with a demonstrable
truth about Tolkien’s legendarium and Middle-earth: posthumous
works such as The Silmarillion and the volumes of The History of Middleearth have continued to “further flesh out the world and its history.”
Whitney Vitale, the Head of Access Services, noted that the exhibit
was being promoted heavily on the library’s social media and said the
Facebook post on the previous page “sums up what is on display.”
William Davis, Senior Communications Specialist, emailed me
that the exhibit presents only part of the collection officially named the
“David Dean Oberhelman Collection of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and
Tolkienana Books” that resides in the OSU Archives.
Davis continued to describe the collection:
There’s a wide array of materials in the collection, including several
editions of all of Tolkien’s published work, I believe two items
featuring hand-written notes and signatures from Tolkien, several
statuettes and miniatures of the film adaptation’s depictions of
characters and locations, a tile from one of the sets of the film
adaptations, Tolkien themed calendars featuring paintings of
scenes from the books, a large print of a painting of Gandalf riding
to Minas Tirith, other bits of memorabilia, as well as a plethora [of]
other fantasy and sci-fi books and movies.

According to David Peters, Head of Archives, the exhibit would
remain on display through March 2021 and perhaps longer. He writes
that the collection “is housed in the Library Auxiliary Building which is
not open to the public. The collection utilizes 35 shelf feet of space.”
Information about the collection may be accessed through
archivesspace.library.okstate.edu/repositories/3/resources/1456.
Although it is not open for immediate walk-in viewing by the
public, the collection is well worth a visit for fantasy scholars and
enthusiasts. To view the materials with proper notice to the Archives
department, requests can be made at archives.library.okstate.edu.
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